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Overview of 
Hepatitis C and 
Corrections

 Disease is over-represented in the criminal 
justice system

 As many as one-third of those with HCV spend 
part of every year in correctional setting

 Prevalence estimates range from 9% to 48%

 Significant cost, logistical and resource 
challenges for corrections to immediately 
provide direct acting antivirals to all patients  

Sources:  Varan, et.al.; Hepatitis C Seroprevalence Among Prison Inmates Since 2001:  Still High, but Declining; Public Health Reports, 

2014: 129: 187 – 195; Edlin, et.al., Toward a more accurate estimate of the prevalence of hepatitis in the United States, Hepatology, 2015 
November 62(5):  1353 – 1363; Larney, et.al., Epidemiology of Hepatitis C Virus in Pennsylvania State Prison 2004 – 2012:  Limitations of 
1945 -1965 Birth Cohort Screening in Correctional Settings; AJPubHealth, April, 2014. 



The Changing 
Landscape: 
Hepatitis C 
Treatment in 
Corrections

(2014)

 Special Session and Breakfast – 144th Congress of Correction, Salt Lake 
City

 Panelists
 David Wyles, MD – Associate Professor of Medicine, Division of 

Infectious Diseases, University of California, San Diego

 James Greer, RN, MSN - Director, Bureau of Health Services, Wisconsin 
Department of Corrections

 Lannette Linthicum, MD, FACP – Director of Health Services Division, 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice

 James Welch, RN, HNB-BC – Division Director, Delaware Department of 
Corrections

 Goal of Session:
 Provide a better understanding of HCV emerging therapies and cost 

effective disease management 

 ACA was simultaneously beginning a HCV Survey Project



HCV Survey 
Project (2014)

 ACA Study – Data collected Summer 2014

 Online Survey Questionnaire 

 Included 50 states systems, the Federal Bureau of Prisons, and 6 large 
jails systems

 Miami Dade County

 Philadelphia

 LA County

 Cook County 

 New York City

The survey covered six key areas of correctional health care
 Policy and clinical treatment guidance

 Prevalence 

 Current treatment 

 Prevention and inmate patient education strategies 

 Cost of current treatment 

 Future cost estimates



HCV Survey Project - Results

53 of the 57 distributed 
surveys responded (93% 
return rate)

1

49 surveys had 
responses to every 
question 

2

41 surveys came from a 
state prison system, 3 
surveys came from a jail 
system, and 7 surveys 
were from a unified 
system

3



Hepatitis C in 
Correctional 
Settings: 
Challenges 
and 
Opportunities 

(2015)

 Information collected from 
the 2014 ACA Survey was 
compiled and published into 
a monograph

 Six recommendations 
resulted from the survey



Recommendations

Determine the 
true prevalence of 
hepatitis C viral 
infection in the 
U.S. correctional 
settings

1

Practice 
consistency in 
screening and 
clinical practice 
across the 
nation

2

Practice post-
treatment relapse 
prevention

3

Support financial 
needs for 
hepatitis C viral 
infection research 
and treatment 

4

Support research to 
identify appropriate 
candidates for 
treatment and 
treatment protocols 

5

Develop targeted 
community and 
correctional linkages 
to improve continuity 
of care and patient 
outcomes

6



Hepatitis C 
Treatment 
“Game 
Changing”

(2016)

 Health Care Special Session and 
Luncheon

 146th Congress of Correction, Boston

 Session Focus
 HCV National Policy 

 Advocacy

 Legal perspective on treating offenders 
with HCV



Hepatitis C: 
Unprecedented 
Policy, Legal 
and Budget 
Challenges for 
Corrections

(2016)

 Training session conducted at the Annual Correctional Health 
Authorities Symposium

 Health care administrators from the 50 states 

 4 largest jail systems 

 Federal Bureau of Prisons

 District of Columbia. 

 Session focus was on legal impact of the new therapeutics for 
Hepatitis C Virus infection

 Expert Panelists from:
 American Civil Liberties Union

 Harvard Law School

 Gilead Sciences, Inc.



Advancing 
The Cure 

(2016)

Primary Goal 
 Provide correctional health professionals and 

inmates population with a better understanding 
of HCV emerging therapies and disease 
management strategies

 Correctional Professionals Education Program

 Inmate Education Program



Advancing The 
Cure: Hepatitis 
C Educational 
Program for 
Correctional 
Professionals

Nurses Training 
Modules

1. Virology and Epidemiology 
of Hepatitis C Virus 
Infection

2. Transmission and 
Symptoms

3. Screening and Testing of 
HCV Infection

4. Chronic HCV Testing and 
Management

5. Patient Counseling

6. Offender Education 
Program & Re-entry

Physician Training 
Modules

1. Epidemiology of HCV 
Infection

2. Natural History of HCV 
Infection

3. Diagnosis of HCV 
Infection

4. Evaluation of Inmates with 
HCV Infection

5. Treatment of HCV 
Infection

6. Case Studies

7. Reentry

This program was focused on educating correctional health professionals 
on evolving science and medication innovations in the management of HCV



Training Materials 







HCV Action Pack



Inmate Education Program  



Hepatitis C & 
Corrections –
Treatment Costs 
Strategies and 
System 
Implementation 

(2018)

 Training session conducted at the Annual Correctional Health 
Authorities Symposium

 Health care administrators from the 50 states 

 4 largest jail systems 

 Federal Bureau of Prisons

 District of Columbia

 Session focus was on cost effective management strategies in 
implementing a HCV treatment program

 Experts from:
 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

 University of Texas Medical Branch

 Veterans Health Administration



Hepatitis C & 
Corrections –
Treatment Costs 
Strategies and 
System 
Implementation 

(2018)

The two part session included approaches from

 Veteran Affairs HCV program

 Federal task force addressing reentry initiatives in 
managing HCV

 A university model’s diagnostic and treatment programs

 Three state agency DOCs outlining effective HCV 
screening, diagnostic and treatment programs in 
coordination with internal and external stakeholders 

 Wisconsin Department of Corrections

 Virginia Department of Corrections

 Colorado Department of Corrections



Advancing 
The Cure 
(cont.) 

(2019)

 Continuation of the HCV: Advancing The Cure 
program

 ACA will conduct six additional regional trainings 
for correctional physicians and nurses

 The curriculum for both trainings will be updated 
and reproduced



HCV Survey 
Project 
(cont.)

2019

 ACA is also in the process of conducting a follow-up 
survey to the 2014 HCV Survey

 Compare HCV treatment protocols 

 Use of new DAA drugs 

 Fiscal management of HCV treatment programs 
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